
The Central Clean Energy Resource Team
has compiled an inventory of resources,
in terms of both energy potential and
human capacity. We identified energy
efficiency in buildings, solar technologies
and biomass as top priorities and are
poised to connect people with the
resources to activate projects with 
sustainable outcomes. 

M A K I N G  N E W  B U I L D I N G S  
E N E R G Y  S M A RT

Smart design and energy efficiency in
buildings is one way that the Central
CERT hopes to increase clean energy in
its communities. The many new building
projects in the region, evidence of a 
growing population, are prime locations
for energy efficiency work. The Central
team plans to reach out to developers,
especially for public and community
buildings, and hopes that their proactive
approach will ensure that new buildings
in the region are as efficient as possible.
Central CERT has developed a list of 12
key energy related questions to ask about
a building project that also includes 
available techniques to increase building
energy efficiency. 

One Central CERT member researched a
new hospital planned by Lakewood
Health Systems in Staples-Motley. By
being persistent and courteous, she was
able to talk with a series of people 
working on the building project, and they
eventually decided to add daylight 
sensors to the areas with a lot of glass. 

The team has compiled information on
the U.S. Green Building Council's
Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) program, which provides
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a framework for assessing sustainable
building development, and the State of
Minnesota Buildings, Benchmarks and
Beyond (B3) program, which requires
that buildings financed with state 
bonding money exceed the building code
by at least 30 percent. Central CERT will
connect project developers with resources
like LEED and B3 to further educate them
about building efficiency measures.

M A K I N G  S O L A R  A  R E A L I T Y
I N  C E N T R A L  M I N N E S OTA

The Central CERT plans to make sure
that more solar energy systems come on
line in the region. The annual solar
resources in Minnesota are roughly
equivalent to Texas and Florida, making
Minnesota well suited for solar 
development. The Solar Assistance
Program offered by the nonprofit Rural
Renewable Energy Alliance (RREAL),
which is active in the region and on the
Central CERT team, installs solar hot
water systems in low-income households
who qualify for federal heat assistance.
They help households reduce depend-
ence on federal heat assistance and lower
their energy bills. 
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Minnesota Department of
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Minnesota Resources from the 
U.S. Department of Energy Oil
Overcharge Money, The Carolyn
Foundation, The Blandin
Foundation, Minnesota
Department of Commerce, U.S.
Department of Energy, University
of Minnesota Initiative for
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Environment, University of
Minnesota Regional Sustainable
Development Partnerships,
University of Minnesota, Morris
Center for Small Towns

The Central CERT has coordinated two bus tours to explore

efficiency and clean energy at work in their region.

E N E R G Y  

E F F I C I E N C Y  A N D

S M A RT  D E S I G N

A R E  WAYS  T H AT

T H E  C E N T R A L

C E RT  H O P E S  TO

R E D U C E  

E N E R G Y  C O S T S

I N  I T S  R E G I O N .



RREAL's program is one that the Central
team hopes can be replicated in other
communities in Minnesota. The Central
team's role in solar projects will be 
educating 
people about
the solar
potential and
connecting
them to organ-
izations like
RREAL and
Minnesota
Power, which
offers a $2,000
per kilowatt solar rebate to citizens in
their service territory.  

S U P P O RT I N G  L O C A L  
B I O M A S S  I N I T I AT I V E S  

The team's resource assessment 
confirmed that biomass materials are
plentiful in the region. The forested
Central Region is rich in sawmill wood
residue, forest residue, and hybrid
poplars grown as an energy crop. The
team is continuing research on biomass
pricing and the quantity of raw material
necessary for different types of 
energy projects.

In the meantime, the team will continue
to support and promote projects like the
Central Minnesota Ethanol Coop, which
is transitioning its heating system from
natural gas to biomass gasification. As
the plant, located in Little Falls, Minn.,
gets its biomass process operating,
ethanol plants around the state and
throughout the Midwest are watching
carefully. The biomass waste wood will
be transported to the plant in Little Falls
from less than 70 miles away, and the
new technology will translate to big cost
savings. "It was our way of complying
[with emissions requirements], but in a
way that we could save money, and make
it a win-win situation," said Kerry Nixon,
General Manager. "We will virtually 

be making a renewable fuel from a 
renewable fuel. A lot of ethanol plants in
the industry are looking to do something
like this, they are just waiting to see us 
in operation." 

Whether they help convince contractors
to install occupancy sensors in a new 
hospital, facilitate the work of the Rural
Renewable Energy Alliance to assist 
low-income families with their utility
bills, or support the transition of a local
ethanol plant to biomass gasification
technology, you can guarantee that
Central Clean Energy Resource Team will
have a positive impact on our rapidly
growing communities. 
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For More Information: 
Linda Ulland
Central Regional Partnership
218.894.5192
218.894.5197 (fax) 

Melissa S.B. Pawlisch
University of Minnesota’s
Regional Sustainable
Development Partnerships
612.624.2293
pawl0048@umn.edu

“ W E  C O U L D  

S AV E  M O N E Y,

A N D  M A K E  I T  

A  W I N - W I N  

S I T UAT I O N .”  

Kerry Nixon, 
General Manager, 
Central MN Ethanol Coop  
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